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It was the largest KY State HOSA Conference to date - 886 of the 

state’s HOSA members, their advisors, health educators and guests 
convened in Louisville from March 7-10 to participate in the annual 
Kentucky Leadership Conference.

“HOSA is committed to building a pipeline of future health care 
professionals and this year’s record attendance is an indication that 
our student population has become more aware of the unmet health
care need across the United States,” says KY State HOSA Advisor 
Elizabeth Bullock. “HOSA’s continued growth and development 
across KY has taken place because of the wonderful teachers and 
advisors we have in both the secondary and postsecondary 
educational systems.  Because of their hard work and dedication, all 
of the extra help they provide allows us to be more successful in 
serving our HOSA members.  We appreciate their efforts.”

The state hosted conference provided an opportunity for students 
to network with other students about health care issues, learn more 
about their respective health care fields, meet HOSA students from 
another state, and chose to participate in any of the 39 competitive 
events offered a this year’s conference.  Winners are eligible to 
compete at the national conference in Orlando, Florida at the Marriott 
World Center from June 20-23. 



RegistrationRegistration
Photo (l to r):  Webster Co. ATC 
Health Sciences Instructor Jeana
Carter, Cassie Pryor, Jr.; Webster 
Co. HOSA President Katie Smith 
(Jr.), and Webster Co. 
Parliamentarian Brandi Braden (Sr.).

OHIO GuestsOHIO Guests
Photo at right (l to r):  Paula Wathen, Miami Valley CTC 

HOSA Advisor; Debbie Neal, Ohio Sate HOSA Student 
Advisor; KY State HOSA Director Elizabeth Bullock; Bev
Wolfe, Miami Valley CTC HOSA Advisor; and, Debbie Iles, 
Tolles CTE.

“This year, we were pleased to host a delegation from 
Ohio,” says Bullock.  “They were here to gain insight and 
a hands-on experience in conducting a state conference.  
It is our hope that they can incorporate some of what they 
learned here into their conference scheduled for April.”

“Ohio HOSA is sincerely grateful to KY HOSA for 
mentoring us through our infancy state,” says Neal.  “We 
are looking forward to being an active part of HOSA.”

“This year, we brought a good 
group of well prepared students 
from Webster Co.,” says Carter.  “We 
are looking forward to a great 
conference and plan to take home 
a lot of information to pass along to 
our other students.”

“Mrs. Carter is a wonderful educator and has been very helpful with our HOSA projects,” says Smith.  “There 
are nine of us here proudly representing Webster Co. and our local chapter.  We are thrilled to be here.”
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“We have heard about KY HOSA because of their great reputation across the United States.  When my 
state advisor suggested that our Ohio state officers shadow the KY state HOSA officers and conference, we 
were all thrilled,” says McCuiston.  “We brought five state officers and seven local officers.  My goal is to 
learn all that I can about their responsibilities and how to run an effective conference.”

“We are happy to be able to help the Ohio delegation during our conference,” says Brittany.  “One of the 
greatest joys to me in holding this position has been having an opportunity to become wonderful life-long 
friends with my fellow state officers.  We have all worked hard, but most importantly, we have laughed and 
enjoyed being together.  What I have learned the most is to be able to multi-task and this will help me in my 
future health care career as a nurse anesthetist.”

“I have been in HOSA for three years and held an officer position every year.  HOSA has provided me with 
the best experience in my life.  Part of the reason for this is because of the undying dedication of my 
advisor, Mrs. Gray,” says Ashley.  “My future plan is to get an associate’s degree in radiology by attending 
Owensboro CTC.  From there, I want to go to a 4-year college to become an ultra sonographer.  My high 
school and HOSA education will be helpful to me on my path to success.”

This area was set up so that 
HOSA delegates can vote on by-
law changes, themes and state 
officers.

Photo (l to r):  State HOSA 
Parliamentarian Ashley 
Brumfield, a Sr. from 
Breckinridge Co. ATC; State 
HOSA President Brittany Ciukaj, 
a Sr. from Breckinridge Co. ATC 
and Leslie McCuiston, a special 
guest from the Ohio State HOSA 
delegation visiting the state 
conference.
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Courtesy CorpCourtesy Corp Photo at left:  Karen Smith, Shelby Co. ATC Health Sciences Instructor.  Karen 
is a member of the HOSA Executive Council and served as Chairperson of this 
year’s Courtesy Corp.  She is also the 2006 KY Tech New Teacher of the Year.

“Courtesy Corp (CC) duties reinforce and enhance student leadership 
skills by offering them an opportunity to become involved in and
exposed to all the competitive events.  It also promotes volunteerism and 
this directly relates to the health care profession,” says Smith.  “This 
year, HOSA advisors and students stepped up to the plate.  We were 
honored that approximately 250 volunteered their time and 
effort to provide the necessary help for this conference 
to run smoothly.  As a small token, each student is 
provided with a ribbon and temporary CC badge.  Upon 
completion of their duties, each student receives a CC pin.”

Photo at right, back row (l to r):  Leslie Palmer, Shelby Co. 
ATC HOSA vice historian; Peggy Williford, Shelby Co. ATC 
health sciences instructor; and Sara Ware, Shelby Co. ATC 
vice president.  Karen Smith is in the middle.

“I have always wanted to be a nurse practitioner and being 
a member of HOSA has opened the door for me to meet others 
who understand the profession and can help guide me to 
make the right decision for my future,” says Ware.  “I have 
also been able to meet other students with the same 
interests.”

“Mrs. Smith is wonderful and by taking her class, I have 
been able to mature.  She has helped me in making a final 
decision about my career choice.  I want to be a neo-natal 
nurse because I love taking care of babies and small 
children,” says Palmer.  “I further realized this dream when I 
went into the labor room when my sister had her last child.”



Photo at right:  Knox Co. ATC Health Sciences 
Instructor Diana Musgrave (far right) and her 
students volunteered their time to be part of this 
year’s Courtesy Corp. On left in the back, Knox Co. 
ATC Principal Ralph Halcomb.  

“I think this is a good opportunity for my 
students to learn leadership skills,” says Musgrave.

“I am in Louisville attending another conference; 
however, I wanted to make sure to come and offer 
my support to Mrs. Musgrave and her students,”
says Halcomb.  “HOSA builds leadership qualities 
and our students will benefit from the experience, as 
well as having an opportunity to make friends from 
schools across the state.”

Photo (l to r):  Morgan Fields, sophomore; 
Rita Duncan, sophomore; Tiffany Shaw, 
sophomore and Melissa Smith who serves as 
the health sciences teacher at Metcalfe 
Co.High School, a satellite program of the 
Barren Co. ATC.

“This is the first year we have attended HOSA 
and my students will be serving in the 
Courtesy Corp which will enable them to 
observe learn about the many different 
competitive events offered at the state 
conference,” says Smith.  “This will no doubt 
increase their leadership skills and prepare 
them for future participation in HOSA 
activities.”



Discussing how to best serve the needs of 
students during competitive events.

Photo (l to r):  Elizabeth Bullock, Debbie Gray, 
Breckinridge Co. ATC health sciences 
instructor and HOSA lieutenant; Jill Stone, 
Lincoln Co. ATC health sciences instructor; 
and Gwen Fitzpatrick, Garrard Co. ATC, 
Danville Campus health sciences instructor.

“HOSA is a great way to implement what’s 
being taught in the classroom,” says Stone.

“This is a way to provide students with an 
opportunity to perform the skills in a real life 
competitive setting,” says Fitzpatrick.

KY HOSA LieutenantsKY HOSA Lieutenants
Category I – Ellie Pribble, Harrison Co. ATC health sciences instructor
Category II – Debbie Gray, Breckinridge Co. ATC health sciences instructor
Category III – Donna Lynch, Meade Co. ATC health sciences instructor
Joni Ferguson, Barren Co. ATC health sciences instructor
Jennifer McClard, Monroe Co. ATC health sciences instructor
Category IV – Kim Nealis, Maysville Community and Technical College
Debbie Carmon, Grayson AVEC
Category V – State Staff

Photo (l to r):  Donna Lynch, Joni 
Ferguson, Ellie Pribble, Jennifer 
McClard, and Debbie Gray.



Judges LuncheonJudges LuncheonJudges Luncheon
KY State HOSA officers (in official 

uniform) and Ohio State HOSA officers 
were on hand to officially greet individuals 
attending the Judges Luncheon.  All judges 
were provided with their respective 
competitive event package. 

“I enjoy chairing this event 
because of my personal background 
in having placed in this event during 
my tenure as a student,” says Collins.  
“It’s like being able to give back to 
something that has been so good to 
you.  I thoroughly enjoy and 
appreciate this opportunity to help out 
the students in this event.”

Photo above, back row (l to r):  Tammy Geary, Oldham Co., Diane Sharp, KDE; Jill 
Ralston, OCTE; (front row):  Katrina Collins, Millard ATC-East Ridge Satellite health 
sciences instructor, Don Rowlett, Paducah ATC principal; and Steve Arant, 
Mayfield/Graves Co. ATC principal.

Job Seeking Skills JudgesJob Seeking Skills JudgesJob Seeking Skills Judges



Shadowing and MentoringShadowing and MentoringShadowing and Mentoring

Photo (l to r):  Joni Ferguson, Barren Co. 
ATC health sciences instructor and HOSA 
Lieutenant; Lee Ann Walls, Monroe Co. 
ATC principal and Jennifer McClard, 
Monroe Co. ATC health sciences 
instructor.

Joni serves as Jennifer’s resource 
teacher and has this to say about her 
protégé.  “One of the reasons that being a 
resource teacher is so rewarding is 
because we are in the same content area.  
Jennifer is such an outstanding new teacher,” says Ferguson.  “She has brought five 
students to this state conference.  I also signed her up to be a co-lieutenant so she 
would be exposed to many of the competitive events and have an opportunity to meet 
the different teachers from around the state.”

“Joni is wonderful and has helped me in so many ways because of how she has 
served as a role model,” says Jennifer.  “I’m just following her all over the conference 
and because of the role she serves as lieutenant, I have been able to learn so much in 
a short amount of time.  This has been an invaluable experience.”

“From the perspective of a principal, I can say that Mrs. Ferguson is organized, 
focused and always centered on the student,” says Walls.  “I’m pleased that Jennifer 
has been paired up with Joni because of all she will learn by watching, listening and 
following such a wonderful example.”



MNA Testing Procedures Training Session
Conducted by Diane Moore
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During conference, it’s a great time to provide teachers with the 
most up-to-date information on new developments.  This year, 
Diane Moore, OCTE academic consultant, invited all KY Tech 
teachers to attend a Medicade Nurse Aide testing procedures 
update training session.  Moore’s duties have been expanded to 
include MNA testing for all KY Tech ATCs.  

“From an OCTE central office standpoint, we are pleased to be 
able to offer this service for our teachers and high school 
students,” says Moore.  

Mary Kleber, director of Curriculum and Program Support, 
KCTCS Chancellor’s Office says, “It’s a win-win situation for 
KCTCS and OCTE in that the student benefits from the joint effort.”

Photo (l to r):  Wanda Sowders, Warren Co. ATC health sciences instructor; Cindy Wise, Murray/Calloway 
Co. ATC health sciences instructor; and Mary Beth Riggins, Mason Co. ATC health sciences instructor.

“We are delighted this professional 
development activity was offered during the 
conference,” says Sowder.  “We want to be able 
to attend these types of updates because the 
information presented increases our knowledge 
so we can help our students become more 
successful.”

Diane Moore



Photo above (l to r):  Margaret Boils, Clinton Co. ATC 
health sciences instructor; Sabrina McGahan, Pulaski 
Co. ATC health sciences instructor; and LaShanda
Neal, Wayne Co. ATC health sciences instructor.

“One of the most important benefits in having 
Diane provide this service is that it’s less expensive 
for our students,” says Boils.  “At the same time, they 
feel more comfortable because they can test on their 
home court.  If a student has less stress, a more 
positive outcome is possible.”

Photo below (l to r):  Vickie Rebholtz, C.E. 
McCormick ATC health sciences instructor 
and Sherry Lawson, J.D. Patton ATC 
health sciences instructor.

“MNA testing, conducted by our OCTE 
central office, will provide numerous 
benefits for our students,” says Lawson.  
“Diane is well liked throughout the system 
and is providing a valuable service for all 
of us.  We appreciate her time and effort in 
making this training available.”

“Diane came to Wayne Co. ATC in December to test my students,” says Neal.  “The whole 
procedure was designed for efficiency and most importantly, she made my students comfortable so 
they would be able to perform to the best of their ability.”



Photo at left:  Page Smith, Garrard Co. 
ATC health sciences instructor and Patty 
Preston, Hughes Jones-Harrodsburg 
ATC health sciences instructor.

“Providing MNA testing on a regional 
basis allows KY Tech teachers to 
network with local business and industry 
professionals,” says Preston.  “It’s a 
plus because the professionals can see 
the types of students we are producing.  
Everyone is benefiting.”

2007-08 KY State HOSA Officers20072007--08 KY State HOSA Officers08 KY State HOSA Officers
Photo: front row (l to r):  Elizabeth 
Schneider, historian, Central High 
School Magnet Career Academy 
(CHSMCA); Aleidra Allen, treasurer, 
CHSMCA; and Emily-Kate Cardwell, 
president, Ohio Co ATC. Back row 
(l to r): Abby Anderson, secretary, 
Bowling Green Technical College-
Glasgow Campus; Casie McCann, 
vice president, Bowling Green 
Technical College-Glasgow 
Campus; April M. Sandifer, 
parliamentarian, CHSMCA.

Thornberry  photo



Photo at left:  OCTE Deputy Executive Director 
Lewis Carter (l) and Justin Pate, Maysville CTC (r) 
take a moment to pose with Hughes Jones –
Harrodsburg ATC health sciences students, 
under the direction of Vicki Long.  Back row (l to 
r):  Ashley Fowler, president;  Samantha Combs, 
secretary; Leonna Edwards, and Lindsey Beaven, 
treasurer.

“Being part of HOSA is a plus in the overall 
growth and development of our students because 
of the opportunities afforded to them at all 
levels,” says Carter.  “It’s obvious the students 
have a deep respect for the organization and are 
making the greatest use of their skills, knowledge 
and experience.”

Photo at right:  HJH-ATC students after competing in 
Community Awareness Project - STARS – Students Talking 
About Real Stuff (Cervical cancer – Gardasil Vaccine)

“Mrs. Long is great and has taught us about many 
aspects of health care.  She makes us think about how we 
plan to succeed in life,” says Fowler.  “She has actually 
made me want to do well in my course of study and in my 
future career.  I plan to become an RN and would like to 
attend EKU.”

“The state HOSA conference is great and I believe that it 
will open up a lot of possibilities for my future,” says 
Combs.  “Being an officer looks good on a resume because 
it shows leadership capabilities.”

“We wanted to do a community service project that would have a major impact on some type of health 
related topic,” says Beaven.  “We chose Gardasil because it’s a new opportunity to actually prevent some 
type of cancer.”

“This is my first year to attend the state conference and I’m very excited,” says Edwards.

Same line-up as above



Community Awareness Chairman Mary Jo Clark – Marion Co. ATCCommunity Awareness Chairman Mary Jo Clark Community Awareness Chairman Mary Jo Clark –– Marion Co. ATCMarion Co. ATC
Photo at left (l to r):  Marion Co. ATC Health Sciences Instructor Mary 
Jo Clark, center, ( who serves as the Community Awareness Project 
chairman) is standing with two of her students (l) Crystal Daniels, 
local HOSA secretary; and Evan Das, the Marion Co. ATC HOSA 
president.

“This event is not just something students learn as a 
skill, it’s a community awareness team project and provides 
them with an opportunity to perform a good deed.  At the 
same time, they use the project to promote the importance 
of health care,” says Clark.  “From what I have seen and 
experienced over the years, the project almost always ties

into health care business and industry issues.  This allows business and industry professionals to 
help our students promote important health care issues.  There is value for all involved.”

Evan has this to say about HOSA, his career choice and his instructor, “I became an Eagle Scout 
last year and wanted to continue working in a leadership position, so I ran for and won the office of 
president in our local chapter.  I have learned that in a leadership position, one must always be able 
to adjust to the task at hand.  Secondly, I’m interested in radiology and this is a rapidly changing 
field because of the new and emerging technologies.  As a result, I must stay ahead of the game by 
staying abreast of educational and technical update training opportunities.  In reality, I’ll be able to 
adjust the manner in which I apply my knowledge.  Mrs. Clark is an overall awesome teacher.  She 
takes subject information and presents it in a way that stimulates our interest.  She works hard to 
provide us with a great education by combining all of her experiences into useful and practical 
knowledge and applications.”

“I’m the secretary of my local chapter this year and plan to run for vice president next year,” says 
Crystal.  “To me, HOSA is an organization that allows students who are interested in the health care 
field to come together for a common purpose.  Over this next year, we want to help educate middle 
school students about HOSA and health care careers.  Mrs. Clark is a wonderful teacher and does 
great hands-on activities to help us learn.  She provides us with one-on-one help when needed.  She 
is not only a teacher, but someone we trust to help us make the right decisions for our future.”



Murray/Calloway Co. ATC  
(MCCATC) Students

Under the director of Instructor Cindy Wise

Photo (l to r):  MCCATC 2nd Treasurer 
Amber Henson, (Sr.); MCCATC Secretary 
Heather McKnight, (Sr.); MCCATC 1st

Treasurer Jennifer Rowe, (Sr.); and 
MCCATC Historian Michelle Schroader, 
(Sr.).

“Mrs. Wise is a great teacher because 
she does a lot of hands on teaching and I 
have been in her class for the past 3-years.  
Because of her interest and guidance, I 
plan to be a physical therapist and want to 
attend the West KY CTC.”

Leslie Co. ATC Health Sciences Instructor 
Teresa Napier (center) poses with two of 
her students - Amanda Melton, treasurer; 
and Kayla Asher, president.  Napier brought 
15 students to state conference.

“Mrs. Napier has helped me to grow and 
decide on a career in the medical field,”
says Kayla.  “Being president of my local 
chapter has helped me to be a lot more 
responsible.  I have learned to take the 
initiative to complete a task.”

“HOSA has made me a more responsible 
person.  I have learned to be a more patient 
person when dealing with team members 
and those who are in my care,” Amanda.  



Ronald McDonald HouseRonald McDonald HouseRonald McDonald House
OCTE Academic Consultant Tommy Sutton has 

been the Ronald McDonald House “expert,” for the 
past six years.  When he began coordinating this 
activity, the HOSA Executive Committee wanted the 
collection of “Pull-tabs” to turn into a competition.  
So, Sutton went to work and it has grown ever since.  

He and other members of the OCTE central office 
now have a place where schools can deposit pull 
tabs upon arrival at the State Conference.  There is a 
chart that displays the name of the school and how 
many pounds of pull-tabs each school delivers. Once 
all the pull-tabs are collected, Sutton takes them to 

Freedom Metals, a Louisville recycling center.  The pull-tabs are 
weighed; and the recycling center cuts a check to the Ronald 
McDonald House, in the name of HOSA.

This year, HOSA students collected 1494 lbs of pull-tabs and 
received $1,166.  Fleming Co. HOSA collected 439 lbs of pull-tabs. 

“We were very pleased since this was the largest amount of 
money that we have ever raised for pull-tabs,” says Sutton.  
“Many people will benefit as a result of the generosity and 
determination of our HOSA students and advisors.  This is a 
worthy cause and I’m glad to be part of the effort.”

Sutton understands the need for a Ronald McDonald House 
because of a personal connection. 

“My wife, her sister, and husband stayed in the Ronald 
McDonald House in Chicago when my niece Sarah had open heart 
surgery seven years.  At the time, Sarah was six months old.”

Photo at right:  Sutton stands with members of the Fleming Co. HOSA chapter. 
Fleming Co. HOSA Advisor Rhonda Whitson says that they could not collect as 
many pull-tabs without the help of the elementary schools.

Fleming Co. Co-Advisor 
Sarah Campbell (blue), 
Tiffany Stacy, president 
(blue and white) and 
Michele Sastoque, Pull-Tab 
chairman. 



“Grammy” (Dean Smith) is the 
mother of Breckinridge Co. ATC 
Health Sciences Instructor 
Debbie Gray.  From a modest 
beginning of serving three cakes, 
the HOSA Hospitality Room has 
gradually increased in number of 
teachers being served; and, to a 
full compliment of hot and cold 
food for teachers to enjoy.  All of 
this has been made possible by 
the efforts of many, but under the 
watchful eye and loving care of 
Grammy. 

Photo (l to r):  HOSA Hospitality 
Caretakers “Grammy” (Dean 
Smith) and Lyvena Anthony.

“I really don’t know how long we have been doing this, but I know it’s been a long time,”
says Grammy.  “I do this because I love all the teachers and have so much respect for what 
they do.  I will always remember and cherish being part of this effort.”

Because of health issues, Grammy will retire at the end of the 2007 HOSA Conference.  
However, a willing and able replacement will take over next year. Lyvena Anthony is the 
mother of one of Gray’s former students and has been on hand to help Grammy for the past 
four years.  For Anthony, it has even turned into a family community service project.  
Lyvena’s husband Tony and their twin daughters have been major contributors in helping to 
make the HOSA Hospitality Room a successful endeavor for the teachers and advisors.  
They also plan to be a big part of next year’s HOSA Hospitality Room.  

With a flair and style of her own, Lyvena started a pancake and fruit breakfast this year -
the teacher’s were both thankful for her efforts and delighted to have a hot breakfast.

HOSA HospitalityHOSA HospitalityHOSA Hospitality



Photo:  David Billingsley addresses 
conference attendees during the Friday 
night banquet.

“HOSA has provided numerous 
individuals across this state and nation 
with an opportunity to develop confidence, 
self esteem, leadership skills, workplace 
ethics, and much more,” says OCTE 
Executive Director David Billingsley.  “We 
appreciate the efforts of the many people 
who have helped make this a successful 
conference for our students.”

Friday Night BanquetFriday Night BanquetFriday Night Banquet OCTE Executive Director
David L. Billingsley

Table DecorationsTable DecorationsTable Decorations
Photo: Corbin ATC Health Sciences Instructor Julia Rollins puts the 
table decoration that her students made on their table.

“Our centerpiece really speaks for this group of students.  
They are hands-on and very caring,” says Rollins.  “HOSA 
provides our student with an opportunity to understand and 
participate in the health care field.  This in turn, gives them 
special life experiences that they might not otherwise be able 
to engage in at the high school level.  Ultimately, HOSA 
shows them a way to become successful.”

Thornberry photo



Photo:  Hancock Co. Health Sciences Instructor 
Bridget Shartzer and Robyn Marvel (bus driver and 
chaperone) work on their centerpiece for the banquet.

“This is the first year we have brought students 
under the Hancock Co. High School Chapter.  We have 
a membership of 61 and brought 22 participants.  We 
are proud of how much we have increased the number 
of students who have joined HOSA,” says Shartzer.  
“I’m a former HOSA member under Mrs. Debbie Gray 
(Breckinridge Co. ATC).  I’ve always wanted to be the 
kind of teacher and adviser that she is.  If I make a
difference in one person’s life, then I have 
accomplished 
what Mrs. Gray 
has done since 
the first time I 
stepped foot 
in her 
classroom.  

I used to be a student walking in the classroom, but now, 
I’m watching my students walk into the classroom”

Photo at right:  Shartzer and 
Breckinridge Co. ATC Health Sciences 
Instructor Debbie Gray.
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